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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT MICHAEL GETLER BYLINER HEADLINED 
WHITE HOUSE HAD CHANNEL TO PENTAGON, WASHPOST MARCH 3, 1974. 

2. WHILE THE MILITARY ALLEGEDLY WAS SNOOPING ON THE WHITE 
HOUSE IN 1970 AND 1971, THE WHITE HOUSE WAS RECEIVING SOME 
SENSITIVE INFORMATION ON PENTAGON ACTIVITIES WITHOUT THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ACCORDING TO RELIABLE 
SOURCES. 

'TT WAS A TWO-WAY STREET,” SAYS ONE WELL-PLACED INFORMANT, 
EXCEPT THAT THE LATTER OPERATION WAS AUTHORIZED BUT 
HIGHLY "UNORTHODOX.” 

IN CONTRAST TO THE PILEERING OF SECRETWHITE HOUSE DOC- 
UMENTS FROM BRIEFCASES AND "BURN BAGS” BY A NAVY YEOMAN 
ACTING EITHER ON HIS OWN OR UNDER ORDERS, THE OTHER OPERA 
TION INVOLVED A HIGH-LEVEL INFORMATION-PASSING ARRANGEMENT 
SET UP BY THE WHITE HOUSE, INVOLVING THE PRESIDENT'S 
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NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS ADVISER, HENRY A. KISSINGER, NOW 
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SECRETARY OF STATE, AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF, ADM. THOMAS H. MOORER. 

5. THOUGH THE CIVILIAN SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IS THE 
IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR TO THE JOINT CHIEFS, THERE TECHNICALLY 
IS A PROVISION UNDER LAW FOR A DIRECT CHANNEL, UNDER 
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, BETWEEN THE CHIEFS AND THE PRESI- 
DENT OR HIS NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER. 

6. THE MANNER IN WHICH THIS "CHANNEL" WAS OCCASIONALLY 
USED DURING THE PERIOD AFTER MOORER BECAME CHAIRMAN IN 
JULY, 1970, IS KNOWN TO HAVE UPSET THEN DEFENSE SECRETARY 
MELVIN R. LAIRD AND HIS TOP DEPUTY, DAVID PACKARD, WHEN 
THEY BECAME AWARE OF IT. 

7. SOME STUDIES MADE UNDER LAIRD'S ORDERS BY THE JOINT 
CHIEFS WERE FORWARDED TO KISSINGER, ACCORDING TO RELIABLE 
SOURCES, BEFORE LAIRD HAD MADE ANY DECISIONS ABOUT WHAT 
MATERIAL TO SEND TO THE WHITE HOUSE. 

8. BOTH LAIRD AND PACKARD, AT CERTAIN MEETINGS WITH THE 
KISSINGER-RUN NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, BECAME AWARE THAT 
KISSINGER WAS WORKING FROM PENTAGON MATERIAL-SOMETIMES 
INVOLVING THEIR OWN ACTIVITIES-THAT NEITHER OF THE TWO 

TOP PENTAGON CIVILIANS HAD PROVIDED. 

9. PRIMARILY, THE MATERIAL INVOLVED PENTAGON CIVILIAN 
AND MILITARY VIEWS ON VIETNAM WITHDRAWAL POLICY,AN AREA 
WHERE THERE ARE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN LAIRD, ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
MILITARY HIERARCHY ON THE OTHER. 

10. SIMILARLY, MATERIAL TO THE NSC WAS PASSING THROUGH 
THE WHITE HOUSE LIAISON OFFICE MAINTAINED BY THE JOINT 
CHIEFS BEYOND THE LEVELS WHICH INFORMANTS SAY LAIRD 
WAS AWARE OF. 

1 1 . THE FORMER DEFENSE SECRETARY IS KNOWN TO HAVE 
STRONGLY FAVORED CLOSING THAT OFFICE EVEN BEFORE IT WAS 
SHUT BY THE WHITE HOUSE AFTER IT WAS FINGERED IN 
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DECEMBER 1971, AS THE CENTER FOR BOTH THE MILITARY SNOOP- 
ING AND LEAKS TO COLUMNIST JACK ANDERSON. 

12. THE ARRANGEMENT WITH MOORER, SAID TO HAVE BEEN INI- 
TIATED BY KISSINGER, APPARENTLY PUT THE ADMIRAL IN AN 
AWKARD POSITION SINCE LAIRD WAS HIS BOSS, BUT THERE WAS 
THIS "OTHER CHANNEL", AS LAIRD HAS ALLUDED TO IT, THROUGH 
WHICH THE WHITE HOUSE COULD LEGALLY CALL ON MOORER DIREC- 
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TLY. 

13. IT HAS BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PHONE OF LAIRD'S 
MILITARY AIDE, GEN. ROBERT E. PURSLEY, WAS TAPPED FOR MORE 
THAN A YEAR. BUT INVESTIGATORS SAY THE PRECISE REASON 
WHY AND BY WHOM THIS WAS DONE REMAINS UNCLEAR. 

14. THEY SPECULATE THAT PURSLEY, WHO ALSO AT ONE TIME 
WORKED FOR DEFENSE SECRETARY ROBERT S. MCNAMARA, NOW 
HEAD OF THE WORLD BANK, WAS SUSPECTED IN SOME QUARTERS 
OF THE WHITE HOUSE OF STILL PASSING INFORMATION TO 
MCNAMARA. SOURCES SAY THERE WAS, IN GENERAL, A 
SUSPICION WITHIN THE WHITE HOUSE THAT MUCH OF THE 
CAREER CIVIL SERVICE WAS, IN FACT, RETAINING ITS TIES 

TO FORMER DEMOCRATIC ADMINISTRATIONS. 

15. THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE HAS BEEN INVESTI- 
GATING THE ALLEGATIONS OF MILITARY SNOOPING ON THE 
WHITE HOUSE. 

16. IN TESTIMONY TAKEN BEHIND CLOSED DOORS FEB. 20 AND 
21, BUT BEING RELEASED TODAY, THERE IS ALSO AN ALLUSION 

TO SOME OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY PASSING INFORMATION FROM THE 
PENTAGON TO THE WHITE. 

17. NAVY YEOMAN 1C CHARLES E. RADFORD, WHO WORKED IN 
THE JOINT CHIEFS' LIAISON OFFICE AND IS A CENTRAL FIGURE 

IN THE ALLEGED SPYING ACTIVITIES, TOLD HOW HE DISTRIBUTED 
MESSAGES TO THE NSC "THAT I GUESS THE ADMIRAL (HIS 
IMMEDIATE BOSSES, ADMS. ROBERT O. WELANDER AND REM- 
BRANDT C. ROBINSON) FELT WOULD NOT GET NORMAL DISTRI- 
BUTION." 
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18. "I NEVER TOLD THE PEOPLE IN THE JOINT CHIEFS OF 
STAFF THAT WE WERE GIVING INFORMATION TO THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL, EITHER, ON THOSE MEMOS . . . THIS 

WAS DONE AS FAR AS I KNOW WITHOUT THEIR KNOWLEDGE, 
EXCEPT THE ADMIRAL,S." 

19. RADFORD, AS YEOMAN, WOULD HAVE NO ACCESS DIRECTLY 
TO THE JOINT CHIEFS, AND THE JOB OF THAT OFFICE WAS TO 
FACILITATE THE AUTHORIZED FLOW OF INFORMATION. BUT THE 
SENATE QUESTIONERS DID NOT PERSUE THIS POINT TO CLARIFY 
IT. 

20. RADFORD TOLD HOW HE TYPED "EYES ONLY" ON INFOR- 
MATION RECEIVED FROM THE PENTAGON WITHOUT SUCH A DES- 
IGNATION AND THEN PASSED IT ON TO A COMMANDER HOWE WHO 
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WORKED AS AN AIDE TO KISSINGER'S DEPUTY, GEN. ALEXANDER 

M. HAIG JR. SUCH A TECHNIQUE WOULD LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 
WITHIN THE NSC OE DOCUMENTS PASSED EROM THE MILITARY 
HIERARCHY. 

21 . THE TESTIMONY OF RADFORD AND WELANDER RET .EASED 
TODAY, IF ANYTHING, FURTHER SHARPENS THE CONTRADICTIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO MEN ON WHETHER RADFORD'S SNOOPING ACTIV- 
ITIES WERE DIRECTED BY HIGHER-UPS. IT ALSO RAISES STILL 
MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT MOORER'S AWARENESS OF WHAT WAS 
GOING ON, AND WHETHER THE SECRET WHITE HOUSE "PLUMBERS" 
UNIT HAD MISLED KISSINGER ON THE EXTENT OF THE MILITARY 
SNOOPING. THOUGH RADFORD ACKNOWLEDGES "DELIVERING" 
PERHAPS 150 DOCUMENTS TO THE LIAISON OFFICE AFTER HIS 

TRIP WITH KISSINGER TO VIETNAM AND CHINA IN JULY 1971, 
RADFORD SAYS HE NEVER GOT A COPY OF KISSINGER'S VER- 
BATIM NOTES OF HIS FIRST CONVERSATION WITH CHOU EN-LAI. 

22. RADFORD SAYS THERE WAS ONLY ONE COPY OF THE TWO- 
PAGE MEMO AND THAT HE ONLY SAW THE FIRST FEW PARAGRAPHS 
AND MADE NOTES ON IT. 

23. IN PREVIOUS TESTIMONY, KISSINGER SAID THAT AMONG THE 
DOCUMENTS HE WAS "INFORMED" BY THE PLUMBERS INVESTIGATING 
GROUP WERE TAKEN FROM HIS BRIEFCASE AND EVENTUALLY 
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PASSED ON TO MOORER WAS A VERBATIM ACCOUNT OF THE CHOU 
CONVERSATION. 

24. THIS WAS SOME OF THE MOST EXPLOSIVE TESTIMONY OF 
THE HEARING SINCE SUCH A DOCUMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN TOP 
SECRET. 

24. RADFORD'S TESTIMONY RAISES THE POSSIBILITY THAT 

THE EXTENT OF WHAT WENT ON WAS OVERSTATED TO KISSINGER BY 
THE PLUMBERS GROUP. 

25. WELANDER HAS CHARGED THAT FORMER WHITE HOUSE AIDE 
JOHN D. EHRICHMAN-WHO WAS IN OVERALL CHARGE OF THE 
PLUMBERS-TRIED TO GEN WELANDER SIGN A CONFESSION ABOUT 
"THE WILDEST POSSIBLE, TOTALLY FALSE CHARGES OF POLITICAL 
SPYING ON THE WHITE HOUSE." 

26. THERE HAS BEEN AN UNDERCURRENT OF CONCERN OVER 
EHRLICHMAN'S PRECISE ROLE IN THIS EPISODE, MENTIONED 
PRIVATELY BY SEVERAL SENATORS, BUT THUS FAR HE IS NOT 
SCHEDULED AS A WITNESS. 
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27. THERE IS A SUSPICION THAT IN THE INTENSE INTRA- 
WHITE HOUSE STRUGGLE FOR POWER DURING THE 1970-71 ERA - 
WHEN THE UTMOST SECRECY WAS ALSO INVOKED ON SENSITIVE 
POLICY CHANGES WITH VIETNAM, THE SOVIET UNION AND CHINA - 
EHRLICHMAN OR OTHERS MAY HAVE BEEN SEEKING TO GAIN 
LEVERAGE ON KISSINGER, MOORER AND OTHERS. 

28. IN TELLING THE COMMITTEE WHO THE VISITORS TO HIS 
WHITE HOUSE OEFICE WERE, AND EXPLAINING THAT HIS ADMIRAL- 
BOSS HAD INSTRUCTED HIM NEVER TO DIVULGE THEIR NAMES, 
RADEORD MENTIONED ONLY GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF THE "PRESIDENT OE GRUMMAN ENTERPRISES OR 
INCORPORATED OR SOMETHING." 

29. GRUMMAN IS A MAJOR NAVY CONTRACTOR, BUILDER OE THE 
NEW AND CONTROVERSIAL E-I4 LIGHTER. GRUMMAN'S FORMER 
PRESIDENT IS L.J. EVANS, WHO DIED A EEW YEARS AGO. EVAN'S 
LONG-TIME LAWYER AND THE EXECUTOR OE HIS ESTATE IS CHARLES 
W. COLSON, EORMER WHITE HOUSE SPECIAL COUNSEL NOW UNDER 
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INDICTMENT IN THE WATERGATE AEFAIR. 

30. THOUGH WELANDER CLAIMS THE ONLY THING HE EVER ASKED 
RADEORD TO BRING BACK EOR HIM ON TRIPS TO ASIA WITH 
HAIG AND KISSINGER WERE "TWO CERAMIC ELEPHANTS," THE 
ADMIRAL ACKNOWLEDGED THAT A REPORT RADFORD BROUGHT BACK 
DID ATTRACT HIS ATTENTION. THAT REPORT WAS WRITTEN BY A 
CIVILIAN STAEE MEMBER OF KISSINGER'S AND WAS NOTMEANT 

EOR THE JOINT CHIEFS. A COPY OF IT WAS RETRIEVED FROM A 
BURN BAG BY RADFORD. 

3 1 . THE REPORT, WHICH WELANDER BROUGHT TO MOORER'S 
ATTENTION AS "SOMETHING RADFORD BROUGHT BACK FROM THE TRIP 
WITH DR. KISSINGER," WAS AN APPRAISAL OE THE MILITARY 
SITUATION IN VIETNAM WHICH "WAS MORE OPTIMISTIC BY A GOOD 
BIT THAN WHAT WE HAD BEEN GETTING EROM OUR MILITARY 
COMMANDERS IN THE FIELD." 

32. BOTH WELANDER AND MOORER HAVE PREVIOUSLY TESTIFIED 
THAT THEY PAID LITTLE ATTENTION TO WHAT RADEORD HAD 
SENT BACK OR ITS ORIGINS BECAUSE IT TOLD THEM LITTLE 
THAT THEY DIDN'T ALREADY KNOW. IN HINDSIGHT, BOTH HAVE 
CONCEDED THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN MORE ALERT. DONALDSON 
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